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I. THE NECESSITY OF LIVING FROM GOD’S LOVE (INTIMACY)
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A. God the Father does all things in love, including His creation and redemption of humanity and the
mercies He gives us for every day life (Mat. 7:11; James 1:17; Eph. 1:3-14; Ps. 69:18). He freely
gives His love to us which moves our hearts to love Him back (1 John 4:19; Rom. 5:5). The Church
is His family on earth where He dwells in love (Mark 3:34; 6:9; Eph. 3:14-15; 1 Cor. 5:4; 6:19).
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We love Him because He first loved us. (1 John 4:19)
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14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named... (Eph. 3:14-15)
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B. We should respond to God in love with all of our heart [desires], soul [mind, will, emotions], mind
and strength [energies and resources] and to stay connected to His love in all we do (Mk. 12:30; 1
Cor. 13:1-3; John 15:9), because He loves us with all of His being and spared nothing for us.
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‘...And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’ (Mk. 12:30)
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As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. (John 15:9)
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C. However, many believers live disconnected from God’s love, being motivated by something else

(Luke 10:41-42). Also, many of our church environments promote a busy, work-oriented culture that
is not conducive to growing in love. This is a travesty as we have people who are busy in church
“ministry" but five, ten, fifteen years later are still facing the same spiritual crisis. This means they
have not encountered Jesus deeply or grown in grace. Instead they have served as a religious
workforce still bound in some ways under the worldly system. Many are still struggling with:
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1. Beliefs opposed to the knowledge of God internalized from their family, church and/or culture.

When we live from these /ies, we bring death to ourselves [burn-out, anger, abandonment,
rejection, confusion, unnecessary loss, etc.] (Rom. 6:23; Col. 2:8; Eph. 2:2)
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2. Unaddressed generational strongholds that affect our emotional, physical, mental and

chemical qualities of life. If there is a negative pattern for several generations, it is a
generational stronghold.
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3. A background of abuse who as a children experienced concentrated evil and are still stuck in
beliefs surrounding the trauma they originally suffered. (Mat. 18:6)
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D. Only communities that have prioritized living from the first commandment are prepared to lead
others into maturity (love). Only love leads to love (Rom. 5:5; 1 John 4:19). We replicate in the kind
we are (Gen. 1:11-12; 1 Cor 15:38-39). We sow what we reap (Gal. 6:7; 1 Cor. 15:35-49).
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.. whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. (Gal. 6:7)
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E. Only what is built upon the love of God will remain (Mat. 7:25-27; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 13:1-3, 13)
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...each one’s work will become clear... it will be revealed by fire... (I Cor. 3:13)
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F. Many times it takes intentionally slowing down our ministry to enter into the higher ministry of
keeping our hearts before God. This requires dialogue with Jesus to understand the areas of

disagreement we may have with Him (SS 1:6; Prov. 4:23; Mk. 7:15; Rom. 12:1; Rev. 1:5-7; 5:10).
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Do not look upon me, because I am dark... my own vineyard [heart] I have not kept. (SS 1:6)
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5...To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father (Rev. 1:5-6, NIV)
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G. God will also bring us into a season of pruning or divine discipline. In pruning (John 15:2), God
removes distractions or hinderances to growth; In divine discipline, the Lord emphasizes the need to
correct various deficiencies or blind spots in our love, humility, wisdom, zeal, or service, etc. (Heb.
12:5-7). As we respond rightly to the Lord in these situations, we grow in love and fruitfulness.
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II. AVENUES OF GRACE GOD IS RELEASING TO HIS BRIDE TO GROW IN LOVE (MATURITY)
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B. Bridal Paradigm. When we see the extravagant love God has for weak and sincere believers, it
empowers us to draw near to Him, knowing we can enjoy now our internal inheritance of His delight
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in us and our partnering with Him. (Isa. 62:4-5; SS 1:5; John 17:24; Eph. 5:32; Rev. 9:17-19; 22:17)
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C. Prayer. God is establishing ubiquitous sanctuaries of encounter fueled by the beauty of God on earth
(Psalm 27:4; 1 Chr. 16:1, 4, 37; Isa. 56:7; Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:15-17; Isa. 42:10-13) as in heaven,
bringing His Bride into maturity (Mat. 6:10; Psalm 29:9; Isa. 6:1; Mat. 5:48; Eph. 4:13; 5:26-27).
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D. Authenticity in Church Culture: Leaders sharing weaknesses and struggles to demonstrate the grace
of God. (2 Cor. 4:7-12; 12:1-10; Heb. 4:15; 12:2)

i B D SEAMHBE R e R B > F AT B 5 B L o (BR1B
4:7-12 ; 121 l() FAM4:15 5 12:2)

E. Confession: A culture where people can confess sin, receive prayer and be restored. (James 5:16)
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F. Community: A family with strong relationships that encourage growth and healing. (Gal. 6:1)
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G. Inner Healing Prayer Ministries: Ministries that lead people to meet with Jesus to gain truth and
grace in their lives. E.g., Sozo, Theophostic, Encounter Prayer Ministry. (Mat. 18:20; Isa. 61:1-3;
John 8:32; 16:13; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; 14:1-3, 39)
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H. The Prophetic Spirit: In this hour the Holy Spirit is pouring out the prophetic spirit on the Church to
strengthen her in experiencing the heart of God in worship, preaching, inner healing, evangelism,
c... (1 Cor. 12:7-11; 14:1-3, 39; Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-18; Zech. 10:1)
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I. Overcommers: God is raising up a testimony in the Church of overcoming sin to inspire and educate

the Body of Christ in radical obedience to Jesus (Rom 1:16-17; Rev. 3:21 (7x in Revelation 2-3);
Dan. 11:32).
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J. End Times Teaching: Provides the Church urgency to respond to God in this hour and Aope in the
power and plan of God during the unique dynamics of the great and terrible Day of the Lord. The big
picture of God’s work inspires us with the seemingly small contribution of our lives. (Jer. 23:20; Dan.
11:32; Mat. 25:10; Rev. 19:7)
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